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2016 Summer School —

Floating Island
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Hello! My name is Pim Pinitjitsamut. I am an
Economics student from Thammasat University
in Thailand. I got an opportunity to attend the
National Cheng Kung University summer school
program. I would like to share some of my

experiences from this program throughout the article.

Before I left Thailand, I was concerned about
the classes and the learning environment. I was so
relieved that the NCKU summer program was so well-
organized. Although the program ran all day from 9
am in the morning to 4 pm in the evening, the school
provided us activities such as field trips and culture
classes during the week and weekend which helped
us relax before the intense lesson continued. On top
of that, each field trip and culture class gave me new
ideas about Taiwan which implicitly helped me on my
group research project. For example, first class started
with Taiwan history which taught us more about the
culture and the tradition of Taiwan. Then, the following

weekend we also had a city tour of Tainan which helped

us comprehend the geography and culture of Tainan.
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During the program, I really enjoyed the hands on
atmosphere and learned more instead of just listening.
Even though the class was difficult for non-related
majors it was because some of the information we
had learned had no fundamental knowledge before.
However, by getting to know the new information, it
helped me broaden my horizons and step out of my
comfort zone. As I mentioned before, this summer
program was not requiring only participation in the
class but the class required students to do the real
practice such as be on the field or build the floating
garden. The class required the field trip experiences.
The professors in each field provided us the information
and it was our job to combine that information

that we got and analyzed them to fit in our project.

We were required to have one project related to
a floating garden. However, we all had no idea what
was going on because there was too much information
in the first place. Once we got adjusted to the class
and learned to ask if we did not understand the
lesson, we figured out ways to do the research and
it became more fun. My group research was about
the evaporation desalination water model on floating
gardens in Taiwan. It was tough for us but we got good
advice and assistance from our professor Bart van
Bueren with the architecture model and got help from

professor Chih Hua Chang with the water quality part.

The project challenged us in many ways. [
have experienced how to work with people from
different fields which taught me the importance of
working on a team. It required a lot of compromising
because due to our different backgrounds we

had our own particular way on the same issue.



Two weeks passed so fast that I did not realise how
much I gained from this class. From a student that had
no idea about “what a floating garden was” and

“why it is helping the environment” , I found my
answers from NCKU's summer school. On top of that,
not only the knowledge that I have gained, I also have
built long-life friendships through the program. Two
weeks were so short how could we possiblly became
really close? I still wonder why that happened. I think
maybe because we had to discuss the problems and
solutions in class and share our ideas in order to conduct
the best project that we possibly could. I have not

mentioned about the perk of living in Tainan. Tainan is

the oldest city of Taiwan which has a lot of cool places
that I visited such as Anping tree house and Chimei
Museum which is very beautiful at night. I also had my
Taiwanese buddy show me around Tainan, he showed
me what local people would do and taught me some
Chinese. One of the best parts of Tainan is food. The

food in Tainan is so delicious and at a reasonable price.

Two and half weeks in Tainan was one of my
precious summer trips and learning experiences that I
would never forget my whole life. Even though it was
a short period of time, I feel like I have gained a lot

more knowledge and understanding than ever before.
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